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— From the Desk of Pastor Reggie

—

Rooted in Faith

Advent will soon be here, and all the dazzling sparkles and all the twinkling lights will be signals for us
about what comes next. Before Advent arrives in all its brilliance, we are making our way boldly through
our 2024 Stewardship Appeal with our theme, Rooted in Faith. One focus area of this year’s stewardship
season is to change the narrative of ‘when’ stewardship happens. We all know that it happens the entire
month of November every year, but what happens when November is over? Is stewardship over? Of course
not! Stewardship is not just a season we go through like any other church season of the year. Stewardship is
an ongoing season, part of our faith life together year-round.

This year’s stewardship theme is meant to draw us closer to our roots and together in faith. If you have not
taken a close look at our mosaic that adorns our central worship wall, just behind the altar, then you should.
It is a work of art made from distinctive white pieces of glazed clay. In fact, there are hundreds of pieces
that all flow, swirl, grow, reach, and come alive the closer you get to it. The mosaic was designed and
created by Crown of Glory member, Peter Potter. Peter created the mosaic in tandem with the Worship Arts
Ministry team back in 2016.The mosaic is meant to represent the life of the people who gather in the space
that it adorns. It represents roots, water, earth, stalks, stems, leaves, light, growing, becoming, and reaching
upwards towards the Creator. All these images come alive as we live into being rooted in our faith.

Stewardship is not just one season, it is a lifetime of sharing our time, talents, wealth, and gifts. Our
stewardship is a response to being rooted in faith together. If you have not read your Stewardship Appeal
packet, then you should know that now more than ever, Crown of Glory faces new challenges ahead for the
remainder of the year that we must face together. Our current financial contributions do not support the
hiring of new staff for our Children, Youth, and Family Ministry and our music ensemble director
positions. These are vital areas of ministry for our congregation’s health and future. While we face these
financial challenges together, volunteers have stepped forward to lead these areas of ministry from SPARK
Sunday School to the handbell choir. Our Pastors are realigning our calls and duties to meet the demands of
other ministries and focus our gifts on those most important to Crown of Glory. We are being rooted in
faith as we move forward!

I am excited for the opportunity to journey with you for the rest of our stewardship season and overcome
the challenges together in 2024. Join us on November 25 and 26 in giving thanks for all those who have
rooted themselves in faith and made a commitment for 2024. Stewardship, rooted in faith, is what guides
our future. Thank you for your generosity, your partnership, your support, and renewed faith in our future.

Rev. Reggie Klindworth
Senior Pastor
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From the Desk of Pastor Laura

[Jesus said:] **“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its
light, “and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
*Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. *’ Then he will send out
the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.
(Mark 13: 24-27)

Siblings in Christ,

This year’s season of Advent brings with it an exciting addition to the ministry teams at Crown of Glory:
the Worship Arts Team. This talented and passionate team of people has been gathered to lend their
creative, passionate, musical, and artistic gifts to the worship life at Crown of Glory. The team met with me
for the first time this fall to read Scripture together and listen for themes that they wanted to bring to life for
the congregation throughout the seasons of Advent and Christmas. The Worship Arts Team will continue to
plan for upcoming seasons throughout the rest of the program year.

In their studying, conversations, and planning, the Worship Arts Team has chosen four themes for the
season of Advent: “Stay Awake” (Week 1), “Prepare the Way” (Week 2), “Make Straight the Way” (Week
3), and “Nothing is Impossible with God” (Week 4). Throughout the season of Advent, the congregation
will experience these themes in word and song, through color and light, and various representations of
creation as described in the passage from Mark cited above.

The season of Advent will end with our annual Christmas Cantata during the 9:00 a.m. service and our
annual Children’s Narrative at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, December 17. For the very first time, the Cantata will
feature all our musical ensembles: Chancel Choir, Chancel Chimers, Servant Song, and Garage Band. We
will also welcome our Christmas Narrative kids to sing one of their prepared songs as part of the Cantata. It
will be a wonderful celebration of the musical gifts of this congregation, expressed in a variety of beautiful
ways! Our SPARK Sunday School kids will be presenting the Christmas story in their Narrative through
word, song, and acting, and it promises to be another fantastic witness of faith and joy. I invite you to
attend both performances on December 17, enjoying fellowship and treats in-between, as we celebrate
being one family of God together in faith.

Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this year, which means that we will not have Sunday morning worship at
9:00 a.m. but will wait to gather for our traditional Christmas Eve services at 2:00 p.m., 3:30 p.m., and 5:00
p.m. The Worship Arts Team has planned for another experiential worship that plays with light and color as
we gather to welcome the Christ-child and sing praises with the heavenly host. We will enjoy special music
from many of our congregational musicians and live into the celebration of the birth of our Savior.

The seasons of Advent and Christmas invite us to remember who we wait for and celebrate, not only this
time of year, but each day of our lives: Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God With Us. As we face these holy
seasons and all that they will bring, the joys and the griefs, may we remember to find moments of intention
and patience amid the planning and the busyness. May we ground ourselves in the promise of the birth of
our Savior and what that means for us and for this world that continues to groan in pain and violence, and
may we look for the falling of the stars and listen for the heavenly host, announcing the arrival of Hope
among us once again.

Journeying with you,

Pastor Laura Laughlin
Pastor of Faith Formation

Winter 2023 —— e
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I wanted to take a moment and thank everyone for such a wonderful welcome as the new Administrative
Office Assistant. The past months have been keeping me busy with new tasks, events, and opportunities to
grow and this continues as we enter the season of Advent. With the season brings much joy, but can also
bring stress. Remember to take time and care of yourself!

Stop by and say hello sometime :)

Sara Keim

Chaska BSA Troop 174 50th Anniversary Celebration

Saturday, January 27, 2024
9:00-11:00 a.m.
Crown of Glory Lutheran Church
1141 Cardinal Street, Chaska, MN 55318
Coffee and Donuts will be served

Chaska BSA Troop 174 will celebrate 50 years in January and will celebrate with a
reception on Saturday, January 27. The organization has been chartered out of Crown of
Glory Lutheran Church in Chaska since 1974. Several volunteers and scouts have
participated in the organization, and the Troop boasts 96 scouts who have achieved
Eagle Scout status, which is the highest level of scouting. Scouts meet weekly to earn
merit badges and complete community service activities as well as learn about
citizenship and teamwork. Past and present scouting families are welcome to attend the
Anniversary celebration.
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SPARK Ministry e ey

DATE SPARK THEME
November 26 No SPARK- Thanksgiving Break

Meet Our SPARK Sunday School
Leadership Team

December 3 Be Ready
SPARK Sunday School is thriving, thanks to our amazing :
team of volunteers and leaders who are sharing their gifts December 10 John the Baptist Prepares
and talents with our Children’s Ministry. Meet our team of
SPARK Sunday School leaders: — December 17 No SPARK- Children’s Narrative
Katie Shrack: Children’s Ministry Volunteer
Coordinator —» December 24 No SPARK- Christmas Eve

Krista Hamman: Curriculum and lesson planning.

Gretchen Mitcham: Craft Coordinator :
December 31 No SPARK- Christmas Break

Kate Peterson: Music Coordinator —

Brian and Aimee Johnson: Music leaders

Dee Ann Pettyjohn: Substitute Teacher January 7 Jesus’ Baptism
SPARK Sunday School Teachers: Lots of parents!

SPARK Christmas Narrative Coordinators: January 14 God Calls Samuel

Ashley Pederson, Gretchen Mitcham,
Amy von Barnes, and Kate Peterson

January 21 Jonah and the Big Fish
January 28 Teaching and Healing
g Worship Whitebogrd| February 4 Jesus Heals
Worship g
Whiteboard |88 T oking for a fun way for children to be February 11 The Transfiguration
)| involved in our Sunday morning worship? -
| The worship whiteboard is located outside February 18 Noah’s Ark
the sanctuary near the hospitality station. =
Children of all ages can sign up for a February 25 Abraham and Sarah’s Visitors
| worship duty each morning before worship
starts. Children can light the altar candles, March 3 The Ten Commandments
hand out.bulletlns, usher, help prepare the March 10 The Light of the World
* communion table, serve communion to the
pastors and so much more. We welcome all March 17 Serve and Follow
children to participate in these worship
activities. March 24 Holy Week
March 31 No SPARK- Easter Sunday
. April 7 Doubting Thomas
Kiddos Corner Volunteers b :
p April 14 The Great Commission
We’re seeking youth volunteers (8th — 12th grade) to '
serve as the Kiddos’ Corner attendant during the Sunday April 21 The Good Shepherd
morning worship service. Attendants will serve for one : - -
hour in the Kiddos’ Corner helping direct children with April 28 Phillip and the Ethiopian
‘quiet activities’ during worship and assist in cleaning up -
following worship. Confirmation students, this is a great May 5 The Holy Spirit Came Down
way to fulfill your Confirmation service hours for the
year! To Sign up contact Pastor Regg]e May 12 Matthias and the Apostle— Mother’s
Day (Short lesson)
May 19 Year End Celebration

Winter 2023 : — ==
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9th Grade Confirmation Students Affirm Their Faith
On Sunday, October 29, 2023, our 9th Grade Confirmation students affirmed their faith after a three-year
Confirmation experience. Students and families celebrated during the 2:00 p.m. Affirmation of Baptism

service at Crown of Glory, with nearly 250 family members and guests in attendance. We give thanks for
the faith of our youth and celebrate this milestone with each one.

vatak Woytie Wathleen i Qing Rain
Walin % Nichael Robert Sower
Joshua Keenan Weeta Marie Siigter
Gebielle Louise Wendick Wlate Victor Vniosen
Yanah Gabriel Wlindwahth, Vera Miae Whight
- - =~ ——

Connect and Confirmation Special Winter Events

This coming winter, our Connect and Confirmation students will partner together and enjoy some fun
outings and events. Please be sure to save the dates on your calendars and check for special Wednesday
evening start times for each event.

Date Event

Wednesday, November 29 |Attend Skyzone in Edina

Wednesday, December 13 |Chaska Target

(Annual Christmas Gift Night. All
toys purchased will support local
Toys for Tots program.)

Wednesday, December 20 |No Connect & Confirmation
Christmas & New Year’s Break

Wednesday, December 27 No Connect & Confirmation
Christmas & New Year’s Break

Wednesday, January 24 Tubing at Buck Hill in Burnsville

_— —=(.“.— “ —————
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2024 Senior High Youth Mission Trip and ELCA National Youth Gathering

All senior high school youth in grades 8 — 12 are invited to a special meeting for this coming summer’s
ELCA National Youth Gathering! The Gathering is a fantastic event full of music, community service,
worship in the New Orleans Saints Superdome, and thousands of Lutheran senior high students from
across the country gathered together. This year’s National Youth Gathering is in New Orleans, LA, and
takes place July 16, 2024 — July 20, 2024; travel dates are not included.

Join us for a night of exploring and learning more about the National Youth Gathering 2024 on Monday,
November 27 from 6:00 — 7:00 p.m. in the church sanctuary. We will look at ways we can partner with
local mission groups in New Orleans to serve our neighbor before the Gathering begins. Contact Pastor
Reggie (pastorreggie(@crownofglory.org) for more details.
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Women's Bible Study at
Crown of Glory

Join fellow women of the Word once a month on a
Saturday at 9:00 a.m. for coffee and a deep dive into a
book of the Bible! Women of all ages are welcome to
attend. This year, we will be studying the book of Acts
together, which promises to be a rich exploration of the
beginning of the church, the movement of the Holy
Spirit, and the connections between the early church

and our faith lives today. All are welcome.

Women’s Bible Study Dates

P Azoz?,"

December 9

‘ 2024

Janbary 20

February 10
‘ M-arch 9
S Aprild3

May 18

‘)artner Study Datey

2023
December 17
2024

January 28

DIALOGUES: A STUDY
FOR PARTNERS

February 25
April 21
May 19

Meet the Music Ministry
Team Leads

Ginger Larson— Piano Accompanist,
Servant Song Director,
Chancel Choir Accompanist
Sarah Morrow— Chancel Chimer Director
Pastor Laura Laughlin— Pastor of Worship
and Music

A Study for Partners

This educational opportunity is for partners of all
shapes and sizes (i.e. any two people who share a
close relationship): an adult and their parent, two
good friends, romantic partners, siblings, etc. Once
a month on a Sunday evening, we will wrestle with
social justice issues, specifically regarding human
sexuality, through a new series, Dialogues On:
Sexuality. All are welcome.

»] B e B B B e B e B e B e B B B
3 3
;. Music Ministry 3
§ Rehearsals are on Wednesdays 3
Z ¥
3 ¥
4 Servant Chancel Chancel y
g 5:00 p.m. = 6:00 p.m. = 6:45 p.m. )
: L
3
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Adult Forum at Crown of Glory

This multi-faceted educational experience will take place from 10:15-11:00 a.m. on Sundays following the
9:00 a.m. worship service. A wide range of topics will be presented and discussed pertaining to our church
life together, faith, and the broader community. Presentations will be by the pastors, ministry teami Icaders,
and outside speakers. Grab a cup of coffee and join the conversation! All are welcome.

Justice & Inclusion Team

“The Justice & Inclusion Team is called by grace to foster community, work for
equality, ally with our neighbors, and educate ourselves and others to challenge
the forces that seek to exclude, harm, or discriminate against any child of God.”

Reconciling in Christ

The Justice & Inclusion Team has worked since June of 2022 to discern whether Crown of Glory could
become a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation. Churches that identify as RIC congregations seek to
include and welcome people of all genders, races and sexual orientations. For more than a year and a half,
our team has taken assessments, educated ourselves, completed one-to-one interviews, and educated the
congregation through Adult Forums.

Our next step in the RIC process is to write a welcoming statement that is unique to our faith community.
This statement will show visitors, as well as members, what we believe as a congregation about welcoming
LGBTQIA+ persons and persons of other races. Other Crown of Glory members and friends are welcome
to join us in writing this statement.

Then, we will conduct an anonymous congregational survey to determine if there is sufficient support for
the welcoming statement. We need at least 75% congregational approval in order to proceed. The final step
is to hold a vote, according to our constitutional bylaws, about including this statement on our website and
becoming an official RIC church.

Contact Becky Varone at rebecca.varone(@gmail.com with any questions or to be part of the team that will
draft the RIC welcome statement.

Doctrine of Discovery and the Native American Community

Donna Minter presented at the Adult Forum on November 5 about the Mennonite Church and the
reparation work her church is doing with native tribes. To continue that conversation, the Justice &
Inclusion Team sponsored a movie night on November 14 with a showing of the film Doctrine of
Discovery: In the Name of Christ. This documentary teaches about the history of the Doctrine of
Discovery, its basis in Christian theology, its effects on Indigenous Peoples today, and how we might start
to undo it. If you missed this event and would like to see the film, contact Becky Varone at the above email
address for a link to the video.

Winter 2023 — e
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Kitchen Ministries
We’ve had a strong kick-off to our Wednesday night dinners. Thank you to all the volunteers and our
Confirmation kids who have helped serve our community! For some announcements, I inform you all in
an effort of understanding, that there are some needs to be a group effort in having a boundary regarding
left over food being stored in the kitchen. I love that we do a lot of celebrating and gathering with food,
literally the air I breath that should never go away. When those events happen, those handling the food
need to be the ones to take care of the food. That means any left overs cannot be stored in the fridge or
freezer unless there is a sure plan for it to be used. I appreciate all the donating hearts we have in our
church and the thoughts that maybe something left over from one event can help another event. The only
thing with that is it doesn’t always translate with food, expiration dates or the other plans. I ask that if
you are having food at the church for an event, you need to also see it through to getting any left overs
cleaned up. They should be distributed to members of the group to be brought home or simply tossed. If
you would like to see if something can be used, please contact me, Jenni Payne, at 763-222-4463 or
jennipayne929@gmail.com. Other news, we are very close to having the kitchen projects that we have
been hoping for done! Although, looking further into the idea of registering as a commercial kitchen, it
does not seem practical at this time since we are able to use the kitchen how we see fit within our
community the way it is. With that said, we still are finishing up a couple things to meet any codes for an

open kitchen. I hope to see you at Wednesday night dinners! Thank you for your time.
Kitchen Essentials Ministry

The Kitchen Essentials Ministry partners with Love INC to provide families in need in Eastern Carver
County with useful new or gently used kitchen basics. So far this year we have helped over 35 families.
These families have received dish sets, flatware, coffee makers, toasters, drinking glasses, baking sheets,
pots and pans, pitchers and other items. Right now are biggest needs are coffee makers, flatware sets and
toasters. Donated items can be placed behind the kitchen area at Crown of Glory Church. Thank you for
supporting this ministry.

Greetings from the Seasonal Decor Team!_
Here's a little bit of news from us.

The Sun Hall...We have been busy the past few months
transitioning from a summer theme to fall and then to

Crown of Glory Lumberjack Camp for the Fall Social. Everyone
seemed to love that added coziness, so it remains until we
transition to Advent and Christmas.

Balloon Arches...We've become quite good at putting together the
trendy balloon arches. We've been able to share our talent by
creating and donating a balloon arch for a breast cancer survivor
fundraiser and also donated an arch for the Fall Social silent
auction. If you are in need of balloon decorations, let us know!

New team members...Our team of eight was happy to welcome
two new members after Rally Sunday bringing us to a terrific
team of ten! We have enjoyed getting to know each other the past
few weeks by sharing our potluck skills at our working
get-togethers. The creativity, talent and generosity of the group is
inspiring. We have been having a lot of fun too-- see picture!

Contact Julie Youngman— jyoungman3 | @gmail.com
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Finance Corner and Council Members .
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Our 2023 annual net income/(loss) budget goal this year is $(27,742). As presented and approved at the
2023 Congregational Meeting, Crown of Glory will be building back to a balanced budget over 3 years.
As of 11/15/2023, our end of December projections are expected to be at $(27,348), but these projections
are based on receiving the holiday increase we have in previous years, based on trends of $70,000. We

continue to have monthly expenses greater than monthly revenues (this includes contributions and rental
income).

With the lower than expected staffing expenses due to vacant positions, as well as increases in other
revenue such as Wednesday dinners, increased Thrivent gifts, hospitality donations and fundraisers, we are
on track to end the year at budget. As a reminder, our budget is based on the goal to increase attendance and
contributions over the next three years, not rely on decreased staff and other sources of revenue for financial
stability. We have some reserves, but we need to evaluate what other steps we can take to help the deficit.
We have come through difficult financial realities in the past and expect to find a solution with your help.
Please consider an increase in your gifts for the remainder of the year if you are able so that we can move
towards hiring additional staff to support our ministries and fulfill our mission.

Thank you for your generosity and gifts!

Submitted by the Finance Team
Jodi Sie, Ashley Pederson, Lori Robinson, Sarah Morrow, Grant Taylor, and Pastor Reggie Klindworth

4

Couneil Members

President: Vice President: Secretary:
Jodi Sie Robert Chinnock Sarah Morrow
Members:

Steve Clay, Mikel Jones, Kate Peterson, Rachel Berg Scherer, Troy Seefeldt,
Becky Varone, Pastor Reggie Klindworth, Pastor Laura Laughlin

&
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— ~— Council Corner

When my family and I moved to Chaska from Baltimore in 2016, we went looking for a church home with
a tacit understanding that we would not become “joiners.” I served on the Council at our church in
Maryland, and I knew how much emotional energy is required to do the job well. “I just want to join a
church,” I told my husband, Matt. “I don’t need to join all the things that go with it.”

But a person can only say “No” to Pastor Reggie a certain number of times. And while I knew that joining
the Council would carry a lot of emotional weight, I also knew that the payout would be worth it in a
million different ways.

I began my first term on the Crown of Glory Council in March of 2021. At that time, all the Council’s
meetings were still virtual, a move that had required approval the year before, when life in the virtual space
was just beginning. By the time I joined the Council, conferences over Zoom and conversations over
FaceTime had become second nature to all of us. This Council was entering into the much more
challenging work of discerning how to be the Church in a world after Covid.

I served as Vice President of our Council for two years in the midst of all these uncertainties. I saw the
workings of the church from the inside and developed a deep appreciation for the monumental work we
ask of our staff. I heard from so many of you about the rich traditions that make Crown of Glory so special,
while also learning of a desire to do more and to do better. Church Council meetings could sometimes be
contentious during these times—navigating what a church could be in this strange, new world-but my
fellow Council members approached every conversation from a place of love: a love for Crown of Glory
and a deep love and respect for one another.

As we continue to navigate this path forward, the tenor of the meetings now is slightly different. The
current Council is filled with optimism, focused on working together to find unique solutions to the
problems that linger for so many churches in this post-Covid world. Our Council still actively disagrees,
but we do so in a way where we wonder together how best to move Crown of Glory forward.

When I leave Council next March, I hope the members that remain—and the new members who join—
continue to actively, professionally and lovingly disagree. I hope they continue to hold Crown of Glory in
the heart of every conversation and every decision. And I hope that they are always united around our
common mission to welcome others, serve our neighbors, and share God’s rich love and amazing grace.

If you have ever doubted whether you could serve on Council, I would encourage you to do so! Be part of
the group that is shaping the future of Crown of Glory and experience life-changing transformations of
your own.

Rachel Berg Scherer
Council Member
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The Worship Arts Team has chosen four themes for the season of Advent:

“Sﬁzy Aura&” (Week 1)

“Prejuu‘efﬁ,e Wtfy A (Week 2)
“(A/(JL&/ Sb*aﬂ[::t%e Wty ” (Week 3)

“Nofﬂ,bﬁ is 7n7mssﬂewiz%gm[;’ (Week 4)

Satm@, Decembrer2

AN s A entl el fmmu 9:30 am.-12:30 pum

Tickets $25.
See information table in the Gathering Space or click here.

Swu&y, December 17
Cﬁ;‘isfmas deata/carbﬁ 9:00 a.nu service

For the very first time, the Cantata will feature all our musical ensembles:
Chancel Choir, Chancel Chimers, Servant Song, and Garage Band. We will
also welcome our Christmas Narrative kids to sing one of their prepared
songs as part of the Cantata.

Swu@, December 17
SPA?{K\QW%‘S Christmas Narrative at 10:30 wm.

Come and enjoy the Children’s Christmas Narrative as we read through Twas the Evening
of Christmas by Glenys Nellist and sing some of our favorite songs! Fellowship and treats
will follow as children enjoy a Happy Birthday Jesus party!

Winter 2023 =
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https://www.crownofglory.org/advent-tea

:' } ' Calendar
November December
22-  No Wednesday Night Programming, 2-  Women’s Advent Tea
Dinner, or Music Rehearsals &= Adqlil:()‘nlm&‘ =
B OfficeClosed— Thanksgiving Day : 7= Lutheran Women Gone Wild —
§ 25 & 26~ Stewardship Celebration Weekend-= ¥ %Séoil PRSREEEOC L =
First Weekend of Advent “0- Christmas Narrative Rehearsal
V;E:Candlel_ght Yoga Women’s Bible Study

- - 10=" "Adult Forum
: 14— Men’s Pub Ministry
___ ; - ~————— 16— Christmas Narrative Rehearsal
Christmas Cantata Rehearsal

Children’s Christmas Party
7= Christmas Cantata

r}

& = & -Childrem’s"ChristmasNarrative =
¥ i = . =
* **Please note some events are subject to 2 Study for Partners

change and/or may be added. ** 19-  Candlelight Yoga

20" "No Wednesday Night Programming
21-  Fare For All

_ No Saturday Evening Worship
24—  Christmas Eve Worship:

2:00 p.m. 3:30 p.m. 500pm
e ‘25”J_T1ce Closed: Christmas Day —

= = §g27-  No “‘Wednesday Night Programming
= VSN

30-  No Saturday Evening Worship

[anuary February
1- Office Closed: Happy New Year! 1- Lﬁtheran Women Gone Wild
4- Lutheran Women Gone Wild ~10-  Women’s Bible Study e
M_lce Closed: Martin Futher ng Jr. 11-  Spring Ist Communion e =
y  Da c S = 714-  Ash Wednesday — 2
18- Men’s Pub Minfistry

7 No Wednesday Night Programming
20-  Women’s Bible Study 15— Men’s-Pub Ministey
~~“Chaska BSA Troop 174 50th Anmversary

Ry
Gelebratlon — = Study for Partners —
28~ Study for —

25-  Crown Brass
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